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Message from MrInglis, Head of School

| hope youremain safe and well. Thisweek, we have had ourtwo day monitoring visitfrom

Ofsted. The purpose of the inspection was to ensure thatleaders are taking effectiveactionto
provide educationinthe current circumstances. Completed viaMS Teams, both inspectorsfocused
on whatleaders are doingto provide educationto all pupilsinthe current circumstances, whether
this be for vulnerable pupils and the children of key workers in school orthose pupils being educated
remotely athome. Overthe twodays, they met with myself and Senior Leaders, small groups of
pupils and staff, the IEB and the Local Authority. |am bound by confidentiality currently and will
ensure you have a copy of the report as soon as it published.

As | am sure you are aware, the Prime Ministerthis weekannounced thatit will not be possible to
resume face-to-face learningimmediately after the February half-term and instead hopesit will be
safe to commence the reopening of schools from Monday 8th March. Thisisin response tothe
national publichealth dataand pressure on NHS capacity and we have been promised atleasttwo
weeks notice to prepare fora return to face-to-face education. The school will remain opento
vulnerable pupils and the children of critical workers after February half-term, asthey are now and
Education restrictions are to be reviewed againin mid-February when the Government will look at
when more pupils can be broughtback into school. The Government has also confirmed that
schools will close as usual over February half-term and are not expected toremain opento
vulnerable pupils and the children of critical workers during that week. | will of course, keep you
updated as the situation evolves overthe coming weeks.

TGBS Fitness Video
TGBS Staff Fitness Video - Mr Ditta

Staff at Turves Green Boys’ School understand that pupils’ physical health, fitness and well-beingis
important to themand that during thistime in lockdown pupils do not have the same access and



resourcesthrough PElesson, extra-curricular activities and sports fixtures. This can lead to
individuals worrying about declines in physical fitness.

Therefore, the staff have come togetherto create a fun, informative fitness video to remind
everyone that we are in thistogether. The video containsideas and inspiration for pupils and their
families on how to keep fit at home with household equipment and their own bodyweight during
lockdown. Who needs Joe Wicks when you have the staff at TGBS!

We hope youall enjoythe videoandthatit motivates youto become more physically active whilst at

home duringlockdown. The video can also be found onthe website, and onthe TGBS VLE in the
Physical Education folder. Pleasefollow the link below to view the video.

https://turvesgreenboysschool-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/t ditta tgbs co uk/EZkOgX-
PuQVNiS9cnsNpDfEBdwEuMfztCZVwiqygR8n2rQ

Live Lessons - Mrs Grove

We’ve beenreally pleased with the way pupils have adapted to the live lesson format and have been
engagingwiththe lessons. Keepupthe excellentwork!

Attendance and engagementinlessons willbe closely monitored soitis essential thatall pupilslog
on and attend theirlive lessons. If there are any problems usingteams contact r.khan@tghs.co.uk to
solve any technical difficulties such as joiningteams, logginginand passwords.

TOP TEAMS TIPS
Submitting Assignments

Much of the work setis now through assignments, there isalink, below to agreat YouTube tutorial
on how to submitassignments foranyone whoiis still findingitabit tricky.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4 PD6udw7iM

TEAMS CODE OF CONDUCT
Microphone off-unlessinstructed to unmute by your teacher.
Cameraoffat all times
Use the ‘raise hand’ functionto ask a question.
Do not use the chat unlessinstructed by yourteacher. Itis not to be used to chat to your friends.

Pupils who do not adhere to the TEAMS code of conduct will be givena warning and then if the
poor behaviour persists, they will be removed from the live lesson.

E Safety: Online Gaming, Gambling and ‘Loot Boxes’ - Mrs Oshodi

Much is writteninthe mediaaboutonline gaming, gamblingand “skin” betting. These terms can be
confusingasthey mean different things in different contexts. Online gaming has historically meant


https://turvesgreenboysschool-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/t_ditta_tgbs_co_uk/EZk0qX-PuQVNiS9cnsNpDfEBdwEuMfztCZVwiqygR8n2rQ
https://turvesgreenboysschool-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/t_ditta_tgbs_co_uk/EZk0qX-PuQVNiS9cnsNpDfEBdwEuMfztCZVwiqygR8n2rQ
mailto:r.khan@tgbs.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_PD6u4w7iM

gambling websites with cards, slot machines and roulette. More recently, as we are discussing here,
online gaming has also come to mean video games you play overthe internet. In this guide we

discuss what parents and carers need to know aboutin-game purchases such as loot boxes, and the
dangersthat surround “skin” betting.

What is a Loot Box?

Loot boxes, which are purchased by two in five (40%) of young gamers, are items embedded within
games, containing randomised rewards which are uncertain at the point of purchase. These can be
cosmetic, such as ‘skins’ that change the appearance of an in-game character, or provide users with
an advantage in gameplay.

e Overhalfof youngpeople (55%) believe that playinga mobile orvideo game could lead to a
young person gambling

e Overhalf (54%) of young people see the relationship between gamblingand gamingas a
negative one foryoung people

e Oneinseven (14%) of those who have taken part in gambling-related activity on games, paid
for the activity using their own credit card, their parent’s card, or with money borrowed
froma friend orfamily member, with one in ten (11%) taking part in gambling-like activity
on games because they did not

e wantto have a worse characteror teamthan theirfriends.
How to Protect your Child

If you are a parentconcerned aboutin-app purchasesthe firstthingto do isto check you have set-
up passwords on any cards association with games consoles or smartphone devices. This ensures
children needto ask before spending money. You can alsoset up Parental Controls torestrict
whetherthey caninteract with gamesin this way.

Spending some time playing games with yourchildis alsoimportant. This not only enables you to
understand why they enjoy it but how the virtual items they want to buy may enhance (or not) the
game.

This enablesyouto have a conversation with yourchild aboutthe value of a particular purchase and
togethermake aninformed decision. As with otherkinds of advertising, this enables parentsand
carers to highlight how games make money, and how advertisement orincentivesin games make
these itemslook good before purchase.

Safeguarding Message ‘County Lines’ - Mrs Oshodi

Duringour ‘LearningforLife’ sessions which are usually held during the first ten minutes of period
one, our pupilsare all taughtabout a key safeguarding message every week. Duringlockdown, we
feelitisimportantthatthe messages pupils have heard duringthe Autumn Term are not forgotten
and so each weekinthe newsletter, we will be giving an overview of these sessions so thatthe
conversations can continue athome. The powerpointsthat were used with pupils can be found on
the PIP area on our website https://web-tgbs.wixsite.com/tghs/pip.

“County Lines” isa type of drug dealingin which vulnerableyoung people are made to sell drugsin
towns and villages outside bigcities. They are controlled by drugs gangs fromin the cities.


https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/gaming-consoles/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/online-gaming-advice/online-gaming-the-benefits/#gaming-tips
https://web-tgbs.wixsite.com/tgbs/pip

Childrenasyoungas 11 years old may be recruited, sometimes through the use of social media. The
tactic to entrap children may be as simple as waiting outsidea school and usinglocation services on
an app to send messagesto anyone nearby offeringthem money. Or children may be recruitedin
shopping centres with promises to buy them clothes, trainersand other things they want.

Children who are not known to the police are useful to these criminal gangs, whorefertothemas
‘cleanskins’.

Once recruited, children are forced to carry drugs between locations, usually on trains, taxis or
coaches. They may also be forced to sell the drugs to local users. When they are away from home,
they are often keptinsqualid conditions alongside habitual drug users. They rarely have any means
of communicating, as the criminals that control them take their phones.

The criminals behind county linesaren’tinterested in the impact ontheir potential victims. They see
children only asa commodity useful to their drug network. Once the child has fulfilled their use, they
are tossed aside and the traffickers move on to theirnextvictims. The criminal exploitationinvolved
in county linesis often associated with otherserious crimes such as sexual exploitation, violence,
money laundering and human trafficking. It can potentiallyaffectany child.

Very often, victims don't feelas though they have been groomed, especially when the adult
offenders use childrentorecruit othervictimsin aprocessthat can feel like genuine friendship. Itis
this ‘carousel of recruitment’ we need to prevent. Sadly, therewillnever be aday when drugdealing
isnot an issue, but we can try to stop children being used, and stop criminals hiding behind them.

How can parents help?

Having an awareness of the problem s a positive step. Many parents and carers are unaware of how
children are beingrecruited to county lines activity. It’s really important that parents know this could
happentoany child. Talking openly with yourchild is animportantfirst step towards protecting
them.

Countylines may feel like a daunting topic, but conversations don’t need to address this specifically;
they could focus on broaderthemes, such aswhen strangers online offer moneytoachild for doing
somethingforthem. If storiesinthe mediafeelrelevantand appropriate, you could use themto
start a conversation.

Knowingthe signs of criminal exploitation and county linesis key. These might be:
e Returninghome late, staying out all night or going missing
e Change of friendship group
e Beingsecretive aboutwhothey are talking to and where they are going
e Beingfoundinareasaway fromhome
¢ Travel documents, rail tickets, taxi apps on mobile phone
e Havinghotel cards or keysto unknown places
e Unexplained absences from school, college, training or work
¢ New phone thatis constantly ringing/receiving messages

¢ Increasingdruguse, or beingfoundto have large amounts of drugs onthem



¢ Unexplained wealth, phone(s), clothes orjewellery

e Increasingly disruptive oraggressive behaviour

e Usingsexual, drug-related orviolentlanguage you wouldn’t expect themto know
e Cominghome withinjuriesorlooking particularly dishevelled

Whateverthe situation, your child needs to know that you love them and that they can talk to you
aboutanything. Aswith anyform of abuse, they need to know they won’t be blamed.

Takinga loving, generous and accepting approachis the best way to combat the exploitative tactics
of county lines criminals.

If you everfeel asthough yourchildis at immediate risk, please call the Police on 999. Alternatively
contact your school or local Neighbourhood Policing Team.

Mental Health & Well Being

it/ Ivesw.nhs uk/oneyoulevery - mind matters

An NHS initiative te help suppornt peagie with their mental health, Thare is lots of in-

formaticn on thek welbsite and a button you can dick if you need urgent help

MINDS

g yorung minds oeg ulk/

A chitdewn and young people’s mental health support chartty, Thers s 8 Tind hely’

tab at the top of ther home page

htes/Mubothope co ukd

Erter your postcode on this website and it will gve you a list of services local to you

that miey be abie 1o help. The school petcode is 831 48P,

HE M)

hitps ffwww themix org uk/pet-supgort

Eszential support for under 25's, you can visit their website or call 0808 208 4954
from dpm until 11pm daily. They also have 2 crisis line that you can test 24 hours a
day

# Mand,
v

waw. mind org 4k

ULE

Mind can hefp you make choces about treatment, understand your nghts of reach

oul 1o sources of supporn

' PAPYRUS

Iiton-/fpapyrus-uk ornt

Free School Meals
Free School Meals Update

All parents and carers of pupils eligible for Free School Meals have been issued supermarket
vouchersto help coverthe cost of meals duringthe lockdown. These vou chers have been backdated
and overthe cost for the first four weeks of term.



Vouchers have beenissued using a system called Wonde. The majority of families will have received
theirvouchersviaemail. Forthose families who have requested support with accessingand
downloading, these vouchers have been sent via Royal Mail.

The school will continue to use Wonde to send vouchers to parents throughout the halftermon a
weekly basis.

For frequentlyasked questions or support with accessing vouchers, pleas e find the Wonde links
below:

https://help.schoolvouchers.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360014448678-How-to-access-your-voucher-
video

https://help.schoolvouchers.com/hc/en-gb/sections/360003848737-Parent-FAQs

If you require any furtherinformation, please contact Miss Woods
j.woods@tgbs.co.uk
Free School Meal Online Application Service

Turves Green Boys’ School have an online systemto apply forfree school meals. There are many
benefitstothe online service:

e Thereare nopaper formsto complete and return

¢ The automated system with notify the school if you are eligible
e Thereisno needtosupplyevidencetosupportyourapplication
e |tisa secureandconfidential process

In orderto complete the onlineapplication, you will need your national insurance number or
national asylum support service reference number, and your child’s date of birth.

To applyonline pleaseclick on the following link: www.tgbs.co.uk/parents/fsm-information



https://help.schoolvouchers.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360014448678-How-to-access-your-voucher-video
https://help.schoolvouchers.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360014448678-How-to-access-your-voucher-video
https://help.schoolvouchers.com/hc/en-gb/sections/360003848737-Parent-FAQs
http://www.tgbs.co.uk/parents/fsm-information
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Lockdown Lunches and Meal Plans



Free school meal vouchersto spend?
Struggling for meal inspiration?

Changed4lLife have created recipes and shoppinglists forfamilies which can be used to create lunches
for around £15 each week.

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas

Curriculum

Miss Mansell's Factoids
1. Beessenseelectricfieldstotell if anotherbee hasjustvisited aflower
2. Llighteningstrikes Earthabout 100 times every second
3. Microbesinthe AtacamaDesertsurvive by extracting waterdirectly from the atmosphere
4. Seahorses, pipefish and seadragonsare the only animals where the males get pregnant
5. Thebrain doesn'tlethumans self-tickle because there's no element of surprise

6. Western monarch butterflies are close to becoming extinct. There used to be millions but
now just 1914.

7. Microplastics have beenfoundinthe snow on Mount Everest
8. Spiderwebsusedtobe usedas bandages due totheirantisepticand anti-fungal properties
9. Inorderto bean astronaut and work onthe ISS, you have to be able to speak Russian

10. Algaeina Lake Hillierin Australia makesthe water pink because of areaction with the salts
inthe water

Make INSTANT ice.... Miss Handley
e Putwaterbottlesinthe freezerfortwo hours. ...
e Remove the water bottlesfromthe freezer before they freeze. ...
e Placeaceramicbowl upside downona flat surface (like atray) to catch the wateroverage.
e Placeanice cube ontop of the pouring surface.
e ThenSLOWLY pourwhile instantice forms!
Virtual library gives childrenin England free book access

Pupilsin England canread works by popularauthors online while schools stay closed in lockdown.


https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas

Readin BBC News: https://apple.news/Ak4 DFTpxTZSXuecodisOpg

What our pupils have been up to this week

A



https://apple.news/Ak4_DFTpxTZSXuecodis9pg
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Honeybee Maze

Careers - If you can dream it, you can do it!
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Aim Higherare currently runningavirtual careers fayre https://aimhigherwm.ac.uk/careers-fayre-
2021/ Thereisvarious careers related information on avariety of vocational pathways.

Access Creative College have avirtual open events, thisisan opportunity tolook at theirrange of
courses, qualifications and at the facilities. This eventis taking place on 1st Feb
2021 www.accesscreative.ac.uk

OpenDay — Access Creative College
February Virtual Open Day

Monday 1st February


https://aimhigherwm.ac.uk/careers-fayre-2021/
https://aimhigherwm.ac.uk/careers-fayre-2021/
http://www.accesscreative.ac.uk/

Music & Events// Music Tech // Games & Computing// Media & Design
We are now taking bookings forourupcomingevent on 01/02/21

Click Here To Book

https://www.accesscreative.ac.uk/open-events/virtual-open-day-feb-21/

Stay Safe, Stay Creative!

Important Dates:

JLR. Degree Apprenticeships in Engineering. Closing 15th February 2021

BT. Advanced Apprenticeship Power Planning. Closing date 31stJanuary 2021

Mott Macdonald. Advanced Apprenticeship Civil Engineering. Closing date 24th January 2021
Severn Trent PLC. Advanced Apprenticeship Water Process Technician Closing 21st March

JD Dental. Dental Nurse Apprenticeship Advanced. Closing Date 6th June 2021

Busy Bees. Child Care Level 3 Advanced Apprenticeship. Closing Date 30th Jan 2021

New Opportunities and Openings:

Amey Group Plc. Rail Degree Apprenticeships. Closing Date 12th Feb 2021

WSP UK Ltd. Birmingham Planning Team Advanced Apprenticeship. Closing 30th April

AoN PLC. Insurance and Reinsurance Advanced Apprenticeship. Closing 3rd Feb 2021

JB Dental Surgery. Advanced Dental Nurse Apprenticeship Closing 6th June 2021

Kennedys. Higher Legal Apprenticeship. Closing 28th Feb 2021

MGTS. Engineering Apprenticeships Advanced Level. Closing Date 28th February 2021
Toyota. Advanced Apprenticeship Service and Maintenance Closing 30th May 2021

JLR. Advanced Apprenticeships Engineering/Manufacturing. Closing Date 28th February 2021
MAKEUK. Several Engineering opportunities. www.makeuk.org/futuremakers

Kennedys. Legal Apprenticeship Higher Level 4. Closing Date 28th February 2021

For furtherinformation onthese apprenticeships: www.getingorfar.gov.uk and
www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk

You will have toregister with these websites.
Useful Websites:

Exploringideas, interests and skills
www.nationalcareersservicedirect.gov.uk
www.icould.com

www.bfi.org.uk - British Film Industry runs a national programme offering hands-on filmmaking.


http://ec2-52-26-194-35.us-west-2.compute.amazonaws.com/x/d?c=10742177&l=76f4e868-38d2-4433-8983-8f9f22f3e13a&r=838ca0b6-aeaf-4147-aad4-27635863091c

Apprenticeships
www.apprenticeships.gov.uk
www.notgoingtouni.co.uk
Higher Education
WWW.Ucas.com
www.university.which.co.uk

www.whatuni.com



