
Supporting 
secondary school 
pupils with below 
age expected 
reading scores

Guidance for Parents









Understanding Scaled Scores

• Scaled scores measure reading ability compared to national standards.

• A score below 95 indicates below-average reading performance.

• Early intervention can help improve reading skills.



Reading interventions at TGBS

Bespoke interventions

• Fresh Start is a phonics-
based intervention

• Lexonik

• Read to succeed

• Word Wasp

• Vipers

Whole school

• Accelerated Reader

• Read Aloud at form time

• Explicit vocabulary instruction

• Common approaches of guided reading 
and Hi 5

• Book vending machine rewards

• Books for Christmas

Impact:

• Pupils below scaled score 
make rapid progress of 2-3 
months in 6 months

• On average, pupils made 2.5 
years progress over an 
academic year

• More pupils reading for 
pleasure

• More pupils using the 
library





Challenges Faced by Pupils

• Difficulty understanding complex texts.

• Lower confidence in reading and comprehension.

• Possible impact on other subjects requiring reading skills.

• GCSE texts are 14 years+

• Pre-conceptions from primary

• It's 'for girls'









Practical Strategies for Home Support

• Encourage daily reading for at least 20 minutes.

• Discuss the content to build comprehension skills.

• Provide access to age-appropriate books and materials.

• Use audiobooks to support understanding.



Recommended Resources

• Local library programs and reading clubs.

• Educational websites with reading exercises.

• Apps designed to improve literacy skills.

• School-provided reading lists and materials.



Where can you find 
your local libraries?

• www.birmingham.gov.uk

• Kings Norton Library

• 278 Pershore Rd South, 

Birmingham B30

• Northfield Library

• 77 Church Road, Birmingham B31 

2LB

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=4b99ca83ee1a58b1f161913e14b18cce633c6eb9f73a85c17e0ec6a355b4dd67JmltdHM9MTc1ODE1MzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=16e45179-438c-66a2-1d7a-44a542ab67fc&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cuYmlybWluZ2hhbS5nb3YudWslMmZraW5ncy1ub3J0b24tbGlicmFyeSZzb3VyY2U9c2VycC1sb2NhbCZoPWEybUszZ2h1a0pZZGJGMEZBT1RnUEdoNGpacmZtb2pwN3hIR244UFlzZ3MlM2QmcD1sd19nYnQmaWc9QkJGNjJCOTNGOTA0NDg3RUFGOUFEREE2Nzc1ODc4OTcmeXBpZD1ZTjMwMDlDOUY5NjI3REU5RTg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=4b99ca83ee1a58b1f161913e14b18cce633c6eb9f73a85c17e0ec6a355b4dd67JmltdHM9MTc1ODE1MzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=16e45179-438c-66a2-1d7a-44a542ab67fc&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cuYmlybWluZ2hhbS5nb3YudWslMmZraW5ncy1ub3J0b24tbGlicmFyeSZzb3VyY2U9c2VycC1sb2NhbCZoPWEybUszZ2h1a0pZZGJGMEZBT1RnUEdoNGpacmZtb2pwN3hIR244UFlzZ3MlM2QmcD1sd19nYnQmaWc9QkJGNjJCOTNGOTA0NDg3RUFGOUFEREE2Nzc1ODc4OTcmeXBpZD1ZTjMwMDlDOUY5NjI3REU5RTg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=0cc21ce07a8012978e4efe51e4049f85f2267d6f74871ee2917f56ecfced289fJmltdHM9MTc1ODE1MzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=16e45179-438c-66a2-1d7a-44a542ab67fc&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cuYmlybWluZ2hhbS5nb3YudWslMmZub3J0aGZpZWxkbGlicmFyeSZzb3VyY2U9c2VycC1sb2NhbCZoPU1kSSUyYk04WDd5VDVvZmc0M2s3bnBSUkhqdkN1ZVp4cjFjQmsyVlQlMmZFQmJrJTNkJnA9bHdfZ2J0JmlnPTZCNDAzQkZGMDQwODRGMTM4Q0ZBODk2QzQyNkYxMkE0JnlwaWQ9WU4xMDI5eDE3NTcwMjM3MzAwMTA2NjE1MjA2
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=0cc21ce07a8012978e4efe51e4049f85f2267d6f74871ee2917f56ecfced289fJmltdHM9MTc1ODE1MzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=16e45179-438c-66a2-1d7a-44a542ab67fc&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cuYmlybWluZ2hhbS5nb3YudWslMmZub3J0aGZpZWxkbGlicmFyeSZzb3VyY2U9c2VycC1sb2NhbCZoPU1kSSUyYk04WDd5VDVvZmc0M2s3bnBSUkhqdkN1ZVp4cjFjQmsyVlQlMmZFQmJrJTNkJnA9bHdfZ2J0JmlnPTZCNDAzQkZGMDQwODRGMTM4Q0ZBODk2QzQyNkYxMkE0JnlwaWQ9WU4xMDI5eDE3NTcwMjM3MzAwMTA2NjE1MjA2
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=70993e7025ebf9a2cfae74d794d66739d8c51430543fe226b1b2c6b21f2d370cJmltdHM9MTc1ODE1MzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=16e45179-438c-66a2-1d7a-44a542ab67fc&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTA5fn5Ub3BPZlBhZ2V-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9Tm9ydGhmaWVsZCUyMExpYnJhcnkmc3M9eXBpZC5ZTjEwMjl4MTc1NzAyMzczMDAxMDY2MTUyMDYmcHBvaXM9NTIuNDE0Njc2NjY2MjU5NzY2Xy0xLjk2Njg1NjAwMjgwNzYxNzJfTm9ydGhmaWVsZCUyMExpYnJhcnlfWU4xMDI5eDE3NTcwMjM3MzAwMTA2NjE1MjA2fiZjcD01Mi40MTQ2Nzd-LTEuOTY2ODU2JnY9MiZzVj0xJkZPUk09TVBTUlBM&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=70993e7025ebf9a2cfae74d794d66739d8c51430543fe226b1b2c6b21f2d370cJmltdHM9MTc1ODE1MzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=16e45179-438c-66a2-1d7a-44a542ab67fc&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTA5fn5Ub3BPZlBhZ2V-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9Tm9ydGhmaWVsZCUyMExpYnJhcnkmc3M9eXBpZC5ZTjEwMjl4MTc1NzAyMzczMDAxMDY2MTUyMDYmcHBvaXM9NTIuNDE0Njc2NjY2MjU5NzY2Xy0xLjk2Njg1NjAwMjgwNzYxNzJfTm9ydGhmaWVsZCUyMExpYnJhcnlfWU4xMDI5eDE3NTcwMjM3MzAwMTA2NjE1MjA2fiZjcD01Mi40MTQ2Nzd-LTEuOTY2ODU2JnY9MiZzVj0xJkZPUk09TVBTUlBM&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=70993e7025ebf9a2cfae74d794d66739d8c51430543fe226b1b2c6b21f2d370cJmltdHM9MTc1ODE1MzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=16e45179-438c-66a2-1d7a-44a542ab67fc&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTA5fn5Ub3BPZlBhZ2V-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9Tm9ydGhmaWVsZCUyMExpYnJhcnkmc3M9eXBpZC5ZTjEwMjl4MTc1NzAyMzczMDAxMDY2MTUyMDYmcHBvaXM9NTIuNDE0Njc2NjY2MjU5NzY2Xy0xLjk2Njg1NjAwMjgwNzYxNzJfTm9ydGhmaWVsZCUyMExpYnJhcnlfWU4xMDI5eDE3NTcwMjM3MzAwMTA2NjE1MjA2fiZjcD01Mi40MTQ2Nzd-LTEuOTY2ODU2JnY9MiZzVj0xJkZPUk09TVBTUlBM&ntb=1


 Concentrate on reading quality

• It isn’t all about reading lots! Books, comics, recipes, and instructions all 
count. For example, following a recipe to make cupcakes is valuable 
reading.



 Ask your child lots of questions

• Ask ‘Wh’ questions like Who? What? When? Where? Why? For example, 
‘What do you think Harry is feeling?’



 Ask your child to make predictions

• Look at the front cover or last chapter and guess what happens next. For 
example, ‘Can you follow what the character is thinking? Where do you 
think he will go?’



 Ask your child to summarise

• After reading, talk about what happened or act it out. For example, ‘Can 
you remember all the things that happened when they went on their 
trip?’



 Read and discuss reading with friends 
or family

• Share books with relatives or friends, even over video calls. For example, 
laugh about them while making meals together.



 Maintain the motivation to read

• Talk about the joy of reading and let your child choose stories. For 
example, ‘Choose your favourite story and we can compare it to the film 
after we've read it.’



Tips for Collaboration with school

• Regularly communicate with your child's teachers through the planner.

• Check their planner for logging pages read and quizzes

• Ask for feedback on progress and areas for improvement – reading ages sent out 
with progress reports

• Work together to set realistic reading goals.

• Attend parent workshops or meetings on literacy support

• Attendance 7th Jan

• Homework 11th Jan
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